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FOR THE FIRST TIME 


White students join 
Negro bus campaign 


From Ralph Blackwood 
Peace News US Race Relations Correspondent 
ENTY white students from Florida State University| « 
recently joined the Negro Inter-Civic Council's drive for 


integration on Tallahassee’s buses. 


The students,.who went to the mass protest rally against segregated 
seating on the buses on January 17, had the windows of two of their 


cars smashed by white hooligans. 


It was after this meeting that the students acted. Within a day 
or two six Negro and white students were arrested for violating the 


segregation rules on the buses. ; : 

Later the group signed a letter, published in 
the student newspaper, asking others to support 
the movement for integration. 

The students ignored threats of expulsion if 
they signed the letter. 

This is the first case of a group of whites 
joining forces with the Negroes, although 
in the past some individuals have done so. It 
may be the sign of a new phase in the 
struggle in the South. 

If more white people follow the example of 
the Florida State University students, the non- 
violent struggle will become inter-racial and 
therefore much healthier. There has been too 
little communication between the races in the 
South, and in the North, too, as far as that 
goes. 


TO GET RID OF 
CONSCRIPTION 


A T a Conference held in London on Satur- 

* day, February 23, by the No Conscription 
Council there were 85 present, representative of 
11 national and 17 local organisations, 

The first speaker was Fenner Brockway, MP, 
who gave a careful survey of the circumstances 
in which conscription was first adopted in 
Britain and later developed from a war-time ex- 
pedient to a normal peace-time condition. 


The complete reversal of the traditional 
Labour Party attitude on this question had been 
consummated, he thought, in the dock strike 
of 1930, when a Labour Government had been 
prepared to use soldiers in place of workers on 
strike. 

He held that Britain had reason to prize the 
liberal concern for individual liberty that had 
made this country the Jast of the European 
nations to adopt conscription. At present, how- 
ever, with the possible exception of Russia there 
was no country in the world that made as 
heavy demands on conscript youth as did 
Britain, and this, as well as the need to resume 
our former standards of freedom for the 
individual, should invigorate the campaign to 
get rid of conscription. 

Bernard Withers, former Secretary of the 
Central Board for Conscientious Objectors, 
spoke on the problems that beset the conscien- 
tious objector and of the influences that today 


other people's.” 


BRITISH COLOUR BAR 
KEEPS FAMILY APART 


From Basil Delaine 
Lusaka 


Ber meets girl. They get married. A year 
later they have a baby. The husband plans 
to bring his wife and child to his home country. 


A not unusual occurrence, you say ? Nothing 
to comment about ? Read of. This is what 
one newspaper writes : 


“It will soon be made clear to her (the 
wife) that in this country not many people 
will wish her a blessed married life, 


“On the contrary, there will be hundreds 
of thousands who will desire a speedy end 
to the marriage.” 


The wife? Christina van Hoorn, aged 26 
from Holland. 

‘The husband ? Patrick Matimba, an African 
lawyer. 

The country ? Rhodesia, part of the Central 
African Federation in which the oflicial govern- 
ment policy is ‘ partnership ” between the races, 

The newspaper? Die Volksgenoot, a 
Rhodesia Africaans publication, 


MP talks of ‘racial purity” 


Another comment on the Matimba marriage, 
this time from Mr. Norman Straw, South 
African born MP in Rhodesia : 

““It is not in the public interest that Mrs. 
Matimba should come to Rhodesia ., . we 
Europeans want to maintain the purity of our 
race.” 

Mrs, Matimba was first refused a permit, so 
her husband returned to Southern Rhodesia 
from Holland to fight this, his first legal battle. 
He won. 

His wife now awaits her permit in the little 
Dutch village of Gouda. 

They plan to make their home at St, Faith’s, 
near Rusape, the inter-racial farming com- 
munity with which the Rev, Michael Scott is 
associated, and where, until his death last year, 
Peace Pledge Union member Cedric Wildman 
was working. 
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Liberals open petition 


HY must England make her (H-bomb) experiments in 
the Pacific area far from her own country ? We do not 
want to recognise that Great Britain, such an advanced country 
in the world, should care only for her own interests and not 


With these words the Japanese section of the Women’s International 
League for Peace and Freedom, a forty-vear-old organisation, have appealed 


‘Save the 


Aborigines!” 


MORE PROTESTS AGAINST 
ROCKET RANGE 


From Anna Vroland 
HAT the health, morale and way of 
life of the Australian Aborigines are 
seriously threatened by the new rocket 
range was convincingly asserted at a 
meeting of protest in the Assembly Hall, 
Melbourne, on February S. 


The meeting was called by the Women’s 
International League for Peace and Freedom, 
the Aboriginal Rights Council and the Women’s 
Temperance Union. The chair was taken by 
Mrs. Doris Blackburn, President of the Austra- 
lian Section of the WILPF, and amongst sup- 
porters was Rev. Dr. S. Barton Babbage, 
Anglican Dean of St. Paul’s Cathedral, 
Melbourne. 


Mrs, Blackburn had been a member of the 
Federal Parliament in 1947, when the decision 
was taken to build the range, and was the only 
member of that Parliament who opposed the 
project. 


to their British section, whose President is 
Dame Kathleen Lonsdale, for help in stopping 
the tests scheduled to begin near Christmas 
Island this month. 


The British section of the Women’s Inter- 
national League for Peace and Freedom say 
that they realise that tests made by both the 
USSR and the USA have been carried out in 
the past in circumstances damaging to the 
Japanese people. 


“In view of their obvious fears,” say the 
British WILPF, can the British people with 
good conscience allow these tests to go on?” 


They support the Japanese appeal and call 
on all British citizens to protest-to the govern- 
ment against the proposed tests. 


** Suicidal folly ” 


A petition to stop the tests has been organised 
by the Liberal Party. 

They are circulating a petition urging that 
since all test explosions “ are a suicidal folly ” 
they must be stopped. 


A letter from Geoffrey Taylor, prospective 
Liberal Candidate for Yeovil, announcing the 
petition and published in the News Chronicle 
on Monday brought a big response Peace News 
was told on Tuesday evening. 


The organiser, Mrs, Masterman of 77 Over- 
strand Mansions, Prince of Wales Drive, 
London, S.W.11, told Peace News that petition 
forms had been sent out to all Liberal Associa- 
tion offices, 


A number of British people have now indi- 
cated their willingness to go out to join any 
vessels which might decide to stay in the 
cordoned off area in the Pacific in the hope of 
stopping the tests. 


Supporting the suggestion for an unarmed 
ship, or ships, to penetrate the closed area of 
the pacific with an international crew and 
passengers, Miss G, M, Faulding of West 
London told Peace News on Tuesday : 

“ There are still some of us who came into 
pacifism back in the ’thirties, by way of Dick 
Sheppard's suggested Peace Army. The hoped 
for flotilla would be rather a Peace Navy, 
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Legal ban on criticism 


To protect the building of the range from 
criticism, she said, the Defence Projects Pro- 
tection Act was passed, threatening with dire 
penalties anyone who objected to plans that 
were being made. 


And as evidence of the summary manner in 
which that undemocratic Act was _ rushed 
through, she said it was passed at 5 o’clock in 
the morning, after an all-night sitting, when 
most of the members who were still present 
were asleep, 


Tragedies of separation 


Among the speakers was Dr. Duguid, a well 
known Adelaide surgeon who has devoted many 
years to work on behalf of the Aborigines, 


He spoke of the tragic results of compelling 
tribal Aborigines to leave their own country, as 
is now happening. 

Immediate contact with what to them are 
sacred places was more to them than life itself, 
he said, and apart from that psychological 
factor, which is not felt or understood by more 
civilised peoples, if they left their country they 
would have to travel through areas where they 
did not know the water-holes, 

Another matter which demanded investigation 
was the practice of separating parents from 
their children. 

Many missions did this, and he had per- 
sonally witnessed the heart-breaking effects of 
this practice on some of the mothers, 

Australian people not consulted 

Dr. Duguid gave evidence of his belief that 
the whole question of the treatment of the 
Aborigines in connection with the range is being 
approached without proper consideration of the 
nature and the needs of these people. 

In many cases, he said, the official explana- 
tions and replies to questions display a deplor- 
able lack of understanding and are incorrect, 
misleading, contradictory and even dishonest, 

He emphasised the very serious fact that the 
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tended to direct the desires and aspirations of 


TO SAVE THEIR HOMES AND THEIR CULTURE 


youth towards becoming engaged in the 
development of the war machine. 

The adventure of discovery today had to be 
in the main a co-operative undertaking requir- 
ing huge resources beyond the scope of the 
individual. The State was able to provide these 
resources, but directed them towards war, as in 
flying and in scientific research. 


LAST WEEK the House of Lords gave a Second Reading to 
the Liverpool Corporation Bill which would involve the sub- 
mersion of the Welsh village of Capel Celyn in the course of 
flooding the Tryweryn Valley to provide a new reservoir. 
Lord Ogmore told the House that “a case has not been 
made by Liverpool,” for destroying this Welsh community, and 
he referred to the “smash and grab methods” of authorities 
secking to exploit areas of country, 


Last November almost the entire village of Capel Celyn 
travelled to Liverpool to march through the streets and present 
their case to the City Council. 


Below they are shown singing outside the City Hall. 


On page six a correspondent living in Merioneth, an area 
with strong pacifist traditions, gives an account of this “ ex- 
ploitation of a small community by a rich and powerful city.” 


YOUR HOMES ARE SAFE 
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END THESE TESTS 


AS we reported last week there is a rapidly growing demand all 

over the world that H-bomb tests shall be brought to an end. 
This demand is naturally most emphatic in Japan, whose pcople are 
very conscious of the reasons for concern. 


The Yomiuri Japan News suggests that the question of the tests should 
be taken to the International Court of Justice, and we cannot think of a 
matter that could more appropriately be dealt with by both the International 
Court and the General Assembly of the United Nations, Now that Japan 
is a member of UN it is to be hoped that it will endeavour to keep this 
issue before the Assembly as the most important matter that calls for 


decision on behalf of mankind. 


The case to be made against the US and Britain is much more readily 
recognisable than in the case of Russia but not, we believe, in the long 
run more serious: cach of these two Powers is arrogating to itself the 
right to declare a vast extent of ocean “ out of bounds ” to all mankind, 
the penalty for defiance being the threat of death or deadly injury. That 
the International Court at The Hague would have to declare against these 
two Powers seems to us to be evident if any kind of embryonic international 


law exists at all. 


* 


* 


TPHIS aspect of the matter is, however, of quite secondary impor- 

tance compared with the question of what the three Powers 
(and any who in future may decide to follow them) are doing to the 
atmosphere in which mankind has to live; and here, of course, 
what Russia is doing is equally harmful with what the US is doing 


and what Britain proposes to do. 


Indeed, for all we know what has been happening in Russia may have 
done as much harm to humble human beings as was done by the US to the 


Japanese fiishermen in March, 1954. 


We do, of course, get to know the 


immediate consequences when these things have been done in the Pacific ; 
we are not allowed to know the extent of the suffering and inconvenience 
that may have been caused to helpless people by what the Russian Govern- 
ment has done within the limits of the territory it contrals, 


There is. however, no difference between what both Russia and the 
US may be doing to the human race by their pollution of the atmosphere 
and this is the matter that is of the greatest concern for mankind. 


* 


* 


ON one point there is no doubt: if ever nuclear weapons come to 
be used on both sides in a new world war it will be the end of 


the human race. 


Those who are proceeding with war preparations are accepting this as 
an inevitable consequence of what, given the necessary set of circumstances, 


they are prepared to do. 


Where there is doubt is, of course, in the extent of the damage that 
is already being done by the tests. It is highly probable that already a 
certain amount of radio-active poisoning is incorporated in the bodies of 
all living beings. What is not known is the extent to which this can be 
increased without being definitely harmful and in particular what harm 


we may be doing to posterity, 


_ The World Health Organisation has pronounced after a review of the 
opinions of 20 leading scientists from nine different countries that harm 
has already been done here although it may not become apparent for 


many generations. 


The fact is that our capacity for measuring the consequences of the 
bombs Jags considerably behind our capacity for making them, The reaction 
of scientists in this situation can take two forms: some are appalled by 
what may be the consequences, and say so; others brush aside the “not 
proven” as the not possible. It is on the pronouncements of these last 


that the three Governments depend. 


There is one simple fact that we should not overlook in this matter, 
however. It may not continue to be three Governments only, This business 
of testing need not end with the US, Russia and Britain, France has already 
considered the possibility, rejected it, and is now considering it again. 
There is no insuperable reason why Egypt should not seck to have these 
tests to deter Israel, or vice versa ; or India to deter Pakistan or vice versa; 
and so on. The Pacific is just as much theirs as ours. 


PPHE independence of Ghana (Gold 
Coast) will be inaugurated in 
Accra on March 6 


Some relief is felt both in Ghana 
and at Westminster because until the 
last moment there was a little fear 
that objections raised by the Oppo- 
sition in Ghana would delay the 
event. 


Indeed, on the very eve of the 
announcement in Parliament, two 
Ministers of the Ghana Government 
flew to London to resolve an out- 
standing difference, 


It related to the procedure under 
which any amendment to the Consti- 
tution may be made in the future. 
Happily, agreement was reached and 
the Ministers were present in the 
Gallery of the House of Commons to 
hear blessings bestowed on the new- 
born African State from both sides 
of the House. 


The occasion is historic. Ghana 
is the first British colony in the 
continent of Africa to reach com- 
plete independence. 


EMPIRE DISSOLVING 


Indeed, ten years have clapsed since 
Britain extended independence to any 
part of her Empire. Then, India, 
Pakistan, Ceylon and Burma became 
entirely self-governing. 

We may expect Malaya, Nigeria 
and the Canbbean Federation to join 


this group of independent nations 
within the next few years. 


The old British Empire is in pro- 


TET us hope that the Israel v. 
44 United Nations situation will be 
easier by the time this appears in print 
than at the present moment. 


Just now it is so beset with difficul- 
ties that it would be foolhardy to 
attempt even a gucss at the next 
development. 

Only two things emerge clearly : 

1. That even the most legalistic 
thinking can be useless as a basis for 
the solution of problems in which 
fundamentals are at stake ; 

2. That all these difficulties amount 
to a striking demonstration of the 
futility, in long terms, of power 
politics. 

In nearly every issue of this kind 
the decision which side is right 
depends on where you start in time. 
Beginning with Israel’s aggression 
against Egypt, the United Nations’ 
resolution that the Israclis must with- 
draw from the Gaza strip and the 
Gulf of Akaba is as right as can be; 
beginning a few years earlier, with 
Egypt’s blockade of Israeli shipping in 
the gulf in spite of a truce agreement, 
and in defiance of a number of United 
Nations’ resolutions, few will find it 
possible to deny Isracl’s right to refuse 
the double withdrawal without a posi- 
tive guarantee of Egypt’s abandon- 
ment of the declared “state of 
belligerency ” against Israel. And go- 
ing still further back, to the West’s 
creation of the State of Israel in fla- 
grant disregard of the feelings of all 
the countries into the middle of which 
it was planted, we have to veer back 
to the view that this “foreign” State 
imposed on the Arab world cannot 
justly be allowed to be left with a gain 
derived by its act of aggression. 

The seed of the power politics 
planted in the British mandate and the 
subsequent creation of the State of 
Israel has now come to fruition, 


Settlement ? 


THE chances of a settlement in 
~- Cyprus appear better now than 
they have done at any time since the 
deportation of Archbishop Makarios, 
almost a year ago. 

The Indian compromise resolution 
adopted by the Political Committee of 
the United Nations recommending a 
resumption of negotiations for a 
“ peaceful, democratic and just solu- 
tion” is not a big step forward but it 
is certainly a step in the right direction 
especially as Britain and Turkey have 
now recognised the right of the 
Cypriots to self-determination. In 
Cyprus the (now illegal) left-wing, 
Akel Party has issued a manifesto 
urging Cypriots to respect the com- 
promise resolution and demanding an 
end of bloodshed. 

It is also reported that the right- 
wing “terrorist” organisation Eoka 
has undertaken to stop acts of 
violence if Archbishop Makarios is 
teleased from his detention in the 
Seychelles. 

There is little doubt that everyone 
in Cyprus is anxious to see an end of 
the present tragic conditions in the 
island, but the repressive measures 
adopted by the British Government 

| have so united the Greek Cypriots 
| against British rule that no real pro- 
| gress can be made unless the British 


by FENNER BROCKWAY, MP 
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cess of dissolution, although many 
obstacles will still have to be over- 
come in multi-racial East and Central 
Africa and strategic points like 
Cyprus, Aden and Singapore. 

The occasion is historic not only 
for Ghana itself but for the Common- 
wealth, Britain and the White 
Dominions of Canada, Australia and 
New Zealand, together with the Union 
of South Africa, will now have an 
all-African State as a partner with 
the three Asian States which already 
belong to it. 

As time proceeds, the White States 
will become a minority. Truly, this 
will be a revolution. 


But it is in Africa itself that the 
effects of Ghana’s independence will 
be most strongly felt. Nigeria will 
be spurred on to utilise the consti- 
tutional conference to be held this 
summer to fix an early date for the 
realisation of her independence. 

Uganda, which has been accepted 
as primarily an African State, will be 
disciplined to accept the somewhat 
Icisurely progress towards indepen- 
dence now planned. 


In Kenya, Tanganyika, Nyasaland 
and Northern Rhodesia, the indepen- 
dence of Ghana will inspire the 
African peoples to make bolder 
demands. 


On the other hand, the European 


communities in these territories will 
be apprehensive. 


They greatly fear 


Ghana’s road to freedom | 


the effect of the advance towards 
independence in West Alrica and 
constantly reject it as an example for 
their own territories, 

There are features in the story of 
the evolution of Ghana to indepen- 
dence which are unique. In most 
countries there has been a national 
front of all classes and ideologies pre- 
ceding the attainment of indepen- 
dence. 


SIMILARITY WITH INDIA 


India and its National Congress is 
the classic example. The Congress 
included the professional class, and 
the industrialists, as well as the 
peasants and the workers, 

Different views about the pattern 
of social life after independence were 
submerged in the national struggle, 
although Congress responded to the 
growth of socialist opinion in the 
world, and adopted a programme 
which was socialist in its general ten- 
dency and Pandit Nehru never hid his 
own socialist convictions. 

In Ghana, the struggle for national 
freedom began in the same way, It 
was led mostly by professional people, 
with the support of the Chiefs, 

Only when Dr. Kwame Nkrumah 
became Secretary of the national 
movement was an attempt made to 
organise the masses, and this was 
frowned upon by the leadership. 

In consequence, Nkrumah and 
his associates broke away and 
established the Convention Peoples 
Party, which swept the country as 
soon as 4 democratic franchise was 
introduced. 
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are prepared to make a radical change 
in their policy, 

This change has, indeed, been long 
in coming and it is to be hoped that 
this new opportunity will not be 
missed. Although Britain has found it 
convenient to ignore the wishes of the 
majority of Cypriots for three quarters 
of a century, she can no longer do so 
and retain either the friendship of 
Greece or the respect of UNO. 


New treaty 


Fr is now hoped, at the end of 21 
months of arduous negotiations, 
that the six-nation treaty—between 
Belgium, France, Holland, Italy, 
Luxembourg and West Germany—for 
the creation of Euratom and a Com- 
mon European Market will be signed 
in Rome, before the month’s end. 
An official communiqué to this 
effect was issued in Paris at the con- 
clusion of the Foreign Aflairs 
Ministers’ latest meeting, with the inti- 
mation that the terms agreed upon 
remain to be approved by the full 
Cabinets of the six partners. 


' Israel : 


Cyprus 
Euratom 


e 9 e 
Primate’s views 
CUTE ET 

In view of the topicality of the 
British proposals for a free trade zone 
it may be useful to point out that this 
runs parallel with, but is not the same 
thing as, the Euratom and Common 
Market agreement. 


Atomie seerets 


ET us deal with Euratom fitst. In- 
sofar as human nature can be 
trusted at all with the enormous 
power potential generated by the fis- 
sion of the atom, the decision to share 
atomic secrets, progress and develop- 
ments is to be welcomed. 

It must of necessity prove more 
economical than if the six countries 
were to proceed singly. 

It will also mean that progress will 
be more rapid and that all benefits to 
be derived from the new source of 
power will be more widely and more 
evenly distributed. 


Common market 


NHE creation of the common 
market, on the other hand, gives 
rise to certain misgivings. 

Even if it were limited to the territory 
of the European continent, it would 
accentuate the division of Germany 
through the closer association of 
Western Germany with other coun- 
tries, none of which, moreover, is ever 
in the least likely to do anything cap- 
able of making German re-union 
easier except on terms unacceptable to 
Russia. 

But the real sting lies in the in- 
clusion of the French overseas terri- 
tories which “are a constitutional and 
integral part of French sovereignty ” 
—Algeria, Martinique, Réunion, 
French Guiana and Madagascar ; and 
of other areas, French West and 
French Equatorial Africa—to which 
the projected investment fund is also 
lo apply. 


Rugby forward for FoR 


NV AX PARKER, 44-year-old 

Methodist layman and former 
forward for the well-known Rugby 
team, the Wasps, has succeeded the 
Rev. Clifford Macquire as General 
Secretary of the British Fellowship of 
Reconciliation. 


For some years Max Parker was a 
lay assistant to Dr. Donald Soper at 
Kingsway Halt. His special respon- 
sibility there was social work among 
men. 

He lives with his family (he has two 
girls and a boy) at Pinner. Both Mr. 
and Mrs, Parker are active in the 
Methodist church there. 

Clifford Macquire, who last year 
joined the Board of Peace News Ltd., 
has succeeded Dr. H. MclLelland as 
Minister at Trinity Congregational 
Church, Glasgow. 

He will be a valuable reinforcement 
to Christian pacifism in that city. 


One man’s six readers 


"THE Chairman of the Stoke-on- 
_ Trent Juvenile Court, Arnold 
Wain, JP, is a good example of a busy 
person who always keeps a supply of 
Peace News available when addressing 
meetings. 
“As a result of one men’s meeting,” 
he writes, “ six men take it regularly.” 
Gaining new Peace News readers is 
only one of the side results from 
Arnold Wain’s meetings. There was a 


This investment fund is an import- 
ant feature. France and Germany are 
each to contribute $200,000,000, Bel- 
gium and Holland $70,000,000 each, 
Italy $40,000,000 and Luxembourg 
$1,250,000. 

The effect will be to associate all 
the partners with a regime which, 
whatever France may say of it, is 
considered “ colonial ” not only by the 
Russians but also by all the uncom- 
mitted countries, 

That the areas concerned will 
benefit under the developments thus 
brought nearer, is reasonably certain. 
But that the division of the “ spoils ” 
will be radically different from earlier 
forms of colonial development, is 
highly improbable. 


The hanging 
Arehbishop 


TPHE Archbishop of Canterbury's 

suggestion in the second reading 
debate on the Homicide Bill in the 
House of Lords that a continuation 
of the controversy, “to hang or not 
to hang,” was unfair to anybody 
meditating murder, was in doubtful 
taste. 

His whole speech was deplorable, 
not so much because he reached the 
conclusion that he could not, as things 
were at present, support the total 
abolition of capital punishment, but 
because he repeated that the question 
of morality did not arise. 

He declared that the doctrine of the 
Church was that the State “has a 
right in the name of God and of 
society to impose the death penalty, 
whether as an act of justice or for the 
protection of its own citizens from 
violence” and that whether it used 
that right was a matter of wisdom 
and expediency. 

That would scem to out-pontiff the 
Pope, for since when has the Arch- 
bishop the right to proclaim what are 
the laws of God and what is the 
doctrine of the Christian Church? 

The Archbishop of York, who was 
not present when his brother Arch- 
bishop was claiming that although 
his co-Primate had reached a different 
conclusion to his, he was in agree- 
ment that the choice did not rest on 
any absolute principle, intervened later 
to concur with the conclusion of Lord 
Conesford (himself a retentionist) that 
moral considerations were involved. 
The Bishop of Chichester also dif- 
fered fiom his Metropolitan and 
expressed the view that one of the 
moral principles involved was the 
sacredness of human life. 

The only thing that can be said for 
the Archbishop of Canterbury is that 
he is consistent. He applies the test 
of expediency equally to the question 
of whether the State should take the 
life of a murderer or the lives of 
thousands of innocent people in war, 
and decides that if the end seems to 
justify the means the State has the 
tight to do both. | ; 

But his real inconsistency is in 
applying that criterion. 

In refusing consistently to apply 
moral principles when reaching a 
decision as to whether it can ever be 
right for the State to make use of 
capital punishment or the method of 
war, he reaches the position which is 
inconsistent with the fundamental 
teaching of Christ and therefore with 
the laws of God and the doctrine of 
the Church. 


From the Editor’s Notebook 


challenging double column headline 
in his local newspaper, the Evening 
Sentinel, recently after he had spoken 
on “The Insanity of War” to the 
North Staffordshire Humanist Group. 
And, I should think, there was a very 
fair report of what he had said. 


as own fas Mr. Wain said, 
ad been aimost entirely wiped out i 
World War I, and the Soria aes 
finitely poorer because of their loss. 
In two world wars 1,500,000 Common- 
wealth men had been killed and yet 
the world was no nearer peace, 


When society goes mad 


A READER has drawn my atten- 
“tion to the New Statesman article 
on Prisons and Prisoners in which 
C. H. Rolph quotes Dr. Maxwell 
Jones’ evidence to the Royal Commis- 
sion on the Law Relating to Mental 
Illness and Mental Deficiency, 

Deploring the inadequacy of our 
treatment of psychopaths, Dr, Jones 
said: 

“I do not think we are behind 
other countries, in fact 1 think we are 
in front, by and large, but the pos- 
sibilities of treatment have not been 
fully explored. In our society, of 
course, we all know that in wartime a 
psychopath is an asset to society and 
makes one of the best fighters, for 
instance, in tank crews and bomber 
crews. They are extraordinarily use- 
ful when society goes mad and 


legalises killing; their aggression is 
then acceptable...” 


— 


“PEACE HATH...” 


THEW books have had such an 
3 impressive send-off as Lord 
Alanbrooke’s “THE TURN OF 
THE TIDE” and discussions about 
its disclosures are likely to con- 
tinue for a long time. But 
interesting as this peep behind 
the scenes and the question as to 
who was the real architect of 
victory may be, it is not the 
purpose of the book to deal with the all- 
important question of the aftermath of victory. 
If the making of war was a hazardous enter- 
prise, how much more so the making of peace, 
for what has been gained from the victory ? The 
victories of war have been hollow enough in the 
past. In the future they are meaningless. 


The victories of peace are alone worth while 
—victory in the war on want, victory over the 
tyranny of war itself, the achievement of real 
freedom for all mankind. But these victories 
demand as great a readiness to take risks, as 
careful planning, as much courage and as willing 
a self-sacrifice as war demands. 

A history of the Peace Pledge Union would 
reveal much of interest that has gone on behind 
the scenes in planning the campaign to secure 
total disarmament, and it would be a record of 
personal courage and much self-sacrifice. But 
the victories of peace have still to be won and 
“there is no discharge in that war.” 


Campaigns still to be planned, individuals to 
be won for pacifism, public opinion to be 
educated, the conscience of mankind to be 
aroused, and in that the willing participation of 
each one of us is required. And the resources to 
make our witness increasingly effective, so that 
we can achieve a definite turn of the tide to- 
wards pacifism. 

What is your contribution going to be this 
week to the victory of peace? 

STUART MORRIS, 
General Secretary, 
Our aim for 1957: £1,150. 
To date we have received: £86. 


Donations to the Peace Pledge Union, 
which are used for the work of the PPU, 
should be sent marked ‘‘ Headquarters Fund,” 
to the PPU Treasurer at Dick Sheppard Heuse, 
Endsleigh Street, London, W.C.1. 


HOLEBAYS 
W9DaC 


will be pleased to help with your holiday 
enquiries. Selections of brochures from adver- 
tisers and suggestions offered without charge. 
Send a stamped addressed envelope to 


3 Blackstock Road, London N.4. 


The 
BARRIER OF COLOUR 


IN S. RHODESIA 
a talk by 


Mrs. G. G. COLEMAN 


Creator of the Little Theatre of Bulawayo 
Chairman: Sybil Morrison 
FRIENDS MEETING HOUSE 
EUSTON ROAD 


ROOM II 
Friday March 8 at 7.30 p.m. 


Admission free 
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Terrorist policemen showed inhuman cruelty with wooden clubs. 
They butted with their helmeted heads, kicked with their heavy boots. 


NON-VIOLENT RESISTANCE IN ACTION 


10,000 stop air-base 
extension plan 


_ The following report is abridged from Sohyo News, Sunagawa 
Pictorial produced by Sohyo and from an article by Shingo Shibata, 
Lecturer, Hosei University, Tokyo, which appeared in Peace News 
October 26, 1956. 


HEN the Japanese people learned last year that the 
United States’ Tachinawa Air-base at Sunagawa in the 
suburbs of Tokyo was to be extended, large scale opposition 


was organised. 

In accordance with a security pact with the US, the Japanese 
Goverment decided to widen the runways at the base so that planes 
carrying nuclear weapons could be employed, though this meant 
extension into precious farmland. 

On October 3, 1956, hundreds of resisters drawn from the 
Socialist Party, Sohyo (General Council of Trade Unions of Japan) 
and the National Federation of Students Self-government Associa- 
tions arrived at Sunagawa to help the peasants and farmers defend 
their land when a survey team of Government officials were sent the 
next day. 

The survey team duly arrived but surreptitiously avoided the 
resisters who were at lunch and entered the air-base. Some socialist 
members of the Diet (Japanese Parliament), who had come to hold 
peaceful talks with the survey team were also by-passed. 


STRUGGLE BEGINS IN EARNEST 


The Government, instead of allowing the dispute to be discussed, 
cited many charges, such as the violation of the Land Expropriation 
Law and mobilised the police. 

The battle commenced in earnest on October 12 when a police 
charge failed to break through the ranks of the Sunagawa resisters. 
The following day the police launched “indescribably savage 
attacks.” 

In the face of completely non-violent resistance the police 
butted with their helmeted heads, poked at people’s eyes, kicked 
with their heavy boots, wielded clubs and trampled on those 
resisters who fell. 

Locked arm in arm, socialist members of the Diet at thte 
front, the resisters’ spirits were kept high by white robed Buddhist 
priests who maintained an incessant beating of drums. 

Blood was shed, many were injured, and farmland and crops were 
trampled under foot in the struggle some 150 yards from the air-base. 


BRUTAL TREATMENT BY POLICE 


By the evening of October 13, the police had driven back the 
resisters sufficiently far to allow the surveyors to drive in six stakes 
in the course of their work. However the resisters still held much 
of the land needed for the extended runway. 

_ The struggle continued and by October 15 10,000 were engaged 
in it. 

Fifty leading men of culture launched the Defend Sunagawa 
Campaign as they held the expansion of the air-base to be undesir- 
able and contrary to the Japanese Constitution. 

Police kept up their brutal treatment of the non-violent resisters, 
while above the struggle, low overhead roared American planes as 
they approached or left the air-base. 

Many newspaper reporters were present and the scene was 
broadcast and televised to the nation. 

Some days later a policeman took his own life as a protest 
against the Government’s policy. 


SIGNIFICANCE OF THE VICTORY 


_ At length, the Government yielded before incensed public 
opinion and abandoned the survey project which they announced to 
be completed. 

The townsfolk and resisters had suffered over 1,000 casualties, 
many had been arrested but they had scored a victory. A fund 
raising drive on behalf of the imprisoned resisters raised over 
£300 in three hours 

The Japanese people have shown that they have not forgotten the 
horrors of World War II, the nightmare of the old militaristic 
Japan and that they were not deceived by the presence oft US bases 
on their soil under the pretext of defence. 

The significance of the struggle at Sunagawa goes beyond a 
single victorious struggle, 

The Socialist Party, other progressive parties and the three 
million members of the trade unions represented in Sohyo maintain 
that the establishment of US bases on Japanese soil is contrary to the 
anti-war constitution of Japan. Further, the expansion programme 
of these bases has never been ratified by the Japanese Diet. 

Millions in Japan are now more ready than ever to work for the 
removal of all such bases, recover the full independence of the nation 
and maintain world peace, 


White-robed priests maintained an incessant beating of drums. 
Monks stood holding a flag on which was written “‘ Non-violence ”. 
Police ordered them to get out, and blood streamed from the monks’ 
heads. 


A meal-time attack by the police, but locked arm-in-arm, the 
determined crowds resist without weapons, 


“Thank you all, We have won at last,” said Mr, Miyazaki, 
Mayor of the town, 


WORLD NEWS BRIEFLY STATED 


The forced departure in December of the 
Haitian military dictator, General Paul E. 
Magloire, in the face of a passive general 
strike against his continuance in office after 
his term legally expired, brought immediate 


acting president, former chief justice of the 


or religion, reports the International League recently submitted to the Secretary General 
for the Rights of Man. The Rev. Michael of the UN by the International League for 
Scott of the Africa Bureau, London, is the Rights of Man. The Secretary General 
serving as the League’s one permitted has forwarded the material to the Vene- 
foreign observer, as he has in recent years. zuelan government for reply. 

exercise of civil and political liberties. The [he circulation in Norway of the Danish 


Cyprus has cost Britain over £20,000,000 since 
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Supreme Court, has established a wholly 
civilian administration, released political 
prisoners, and arranged for elections in the 
spring. 


OF the 71 items on the order of business of the 


UN Assembly, 20 deal with issues of human 
rights—either self-government or self-deter- 
mination, freedom of communication, or 
non-discrimination on the basis of race, sex 


monthly, Pacifisten, is growing ; the number 
of readers subscribing there is rapidly 
approaching the figure for Denmark, In the 
January issue, Theodore Michaltscheff, a 
German war resister, claims that recent events 
in the field of power politics show that _non- 
violent resistance is stronger than military 
power. 


Additional lists of political prisoners held by 


the military dictator of Venezuela were 


July, 1955. Malaya’s bill is £85,000,000 a 
year. In Kenya, the Mau Mau emergency 
cost £1,000,000 a month in 1954, and this 
rose to £14,000,000 a year in 1956, 


The Danish writer, Knud Engel, wants a com- 


mittee consisting of Nehru, Schweitzer, Boyd 
Orr, Niels Bohr and Hammarskjold, plus one 
Quaker to examine all problems of injustice 
between nations. 
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BOOKS 
RACE. CONFLICT 


ROBERT STEELE reviews 


Segregation, by Robert Penn Warren, Eyre and 

Spottiswoode, London, 9s. 6d. 

JK NOWING Robert Penn Warren is a 

Southerner by birth made me suspect I 
might detect a trace of racial prejudice in this 
enlightened, cosmopolitan, democratically- 
minded, former Rhodes scholar, novelist and 
poet. Like other Southern authors, he was no 
doubt bitten at one time—what baby escapes a 
blemished birthplace 7—but his bite seems to 
have healed without a scar. eh 

He knows, however, the “ innate ” dislike for 
Negroes that is tantamount to our unthinking, 
emouonaliy structured, shametul dislike of even 
a four-inch grass snake. One is ashamed ol 
the dislike and fights it but it is there just 
the same. 

Jean Paul Sartre’s one friend of Negroes (a 
prosutute, of course) in LHE RESPECTABLE 
PROSTITUTE, is tor Negroes but explains: “1 
Just can’t bear them touching me, thats all.” 

Warren's speakers aflirm this kinetic, snaky 
heritage: 

‘We're prisoners of our history.” 

«|. But it alnt our hate, it’s the hate hung 
on us by the old folks dead and gone. . Si 


“You know, it’s just that people don’t like 
to feel they're spittung on their grandtather's 
grave.” f 

A college student made that last observation. 
Were he more perceptive or honest, he might 
admit integration of race is like trampling on 
his father’s grave and spitting in his motner’s 
face. Liluan Smith observes that most folk in 
the South have learned about God, sex, and 
keeping the Negro in his place, at their 
mother’s knee. 

x * * 

Warren subtitles his study report, The 
Inner Conflict in the South. He places a heart 
print on the AMERICAN DILEMMA, documents of 
anthropologists, sociologists and psychologists. 


He moved in five States that he knew and 
talked with old fnends, acquaintances and also 
Strangers, 

He asked them what Negroes really want and 
what the future holds for both races. For this 
compendium of Southern opinion on integra- 
tion, he cajoled views out ot white and Negro 
persons both for and against, and represenung 
many shades of colour and thought in between. 
His views and reporting are matter-of-fact but 
also warm. He did not flout for a moment, the 
lesson to be learned from the more-yellow-than- 
brown girl wearing the salmon sweater, living 
in a shack in a sea of mud, whose husband had 
just been shot by white men and who said: 

“It’s how yore feelings git tore up all the 
time. The way white folks talk sometimes. It 
aint what they say sometimes, if they’d jes 
say it kind.” 

Warren sees and says it kind. p 

Miss Lucy is mentioned but not Martin 
Luther King. The latter’s importance as leader 
of the mushrooming non-violent resistance 
movement in Alabama merits Warren’s having 
added a sequel to his tour and his book. The 
spokesmen in the book do not seem aware of 
this weapon’s being used in Civil War II. Per- 
haps the author feels this subject would be 
better treated in another book. 

The 13,000,000 Negroes of the States may 
yet be a democratic hope for the world. After 
they have got their first car and second breath, 
their recent trenchant suffering and humiliation 
may unreservedly identify them with oppressed 
peoples everywhere. 


HILARIOUS NOVEL 


DENIS GRAY STOLL, whose contributions to 
this paper—including 
“Professor Knuft’s 
Bomb” in last year’s 
Christmas number— 
have been much ap- 
preciated, has written 
a new novel, 

Entitled FEED HIM 
WITH APRICOCKS it is 
the hilarious story of 
a six-feet tall ex- 
Broadway showgirl 
who (eventually) 
marries a_ British 
baronet half  her|: 


height; its scene 
ranges from the East Coast to the Far East 


via Kensington, Paris and Moscow. 


The author, a son of Sir Oswald Stoll, Nee | 


written four other novels and a travel book on 
musical festivals in Europe. 


Drama of Scientists 


HILDA VON KLENZE reviews 


Heller als tausend Sonnen (“Brighter than a 
Thousand Suns”), by Robert Jungk, Scherz 
& Goverts, Stuttgart, Germany. 

MPHE trial of Robert Oppenheimer, says the 

author in this thrilling account of the lives 
of those who created the terrifying miracle of 
the atomic bomb, “ revealed not only the story 
of one man but of a whole generation of atomic 

scientists : the fear of dictators, the dazzle of a 

powerful invention, the heavy responsibility for 

which they were unprepared, the fame which 
threatened to ruin them, the involvement and 
the bewilderment.” 

It is a drama that may well arouse pity and 
terror in the heart of the onlooker and should 
convince him, if anything can, of the fallacy 
of the doctrine that it takes Satan to conquer 
the devil. Unfortunately this work is not avail- 
able in English, but to those who know German 
it is well worth the effort and there is no 
complicated technical language to present 
special difficulties. 


PRIESTS AND COMMUNISTS, YOUNG AND OLD, ARE| 
WEAKENED AND SICK AFTER LONG YEARS IN 
GREEK PRISONS 


Political prisoners in Corfu 


by BETTY AMBATIELOS 


The writer is the English wife of a Greek political prisoner, Tony 
Ambatielos. A Communist, he was arrested in 1947 and sentenced to death 
the following year. Appeals from nearly 50 British MPs and from Dr. 
Evatt, then President of UNO, resulted in a reprieve. 

A few weeks ago Mrs. Ambatielos arrived back in London after a stay of three 
months in Greece where she visited her husband for the first time in eight years, 


saw her 78-year-old mother-in-law and unsuccessfully attempted to visit Tony’s 
brother, Nikos, who is a detainee in the concentration camp of Agios Efsératios. 


: We publish this article not because we support the political views of the 
imprisoned men but out of our concern to see the Declaration of Human Rights 


upheld in every part of the world. 


FTER eight years absence from Greece it seemed that I wanted to see too much! 
It required nine hours’ talk and effort before my lawyers persuaded the 


Minister to withdraw his order preventing 


desirable immigrant.” 


Having stayed in Greece for three months 
and having experienced life as it is there for 
millions of people, I was an even more “ un- 
desirable emigrant ” and only after even greater 
efforts and considerable bravado was I able to 
to leave the country again. 

After a week with Tony’s mother, I left for 
Corfu to visit the prison there which I eventu- 
ally reached one Sunday morning in October, 
1956. From the harbour I hastened to the 
prison where a guard examined the foodstuffs 
and clothes I had brought. Never in all the 
years I had waited since Tony was seized in 
1947, had the minutes passed so slowly ! 


Then the great iron doors were opened with 
tremendous clangings and I entered the yard. 
From all sides prisoners clinging to the railings 
around the cells shouted their greetings to me, 
Then I stepped down into the darkness of the 
visiting cell. 

I sat on a narrow wooden bench facing a 
thick stone wall with a barred window covered 
with a fine mesh wire. A guard sat by my side. 
Then Tony came. The tears welled up into my 
eyes ; we both smiled with happiness and then, 
after a moment’s hesitation we both began to 
talk at the same time. 


Through the dazzling mesh and the dim light 
I could see his face beaming and I knew that 
whatever his sufferings had been, he was as 
bright, cheerful and optimistic as ever. +F 

The Corfu Prison is a grim, circular fortress, 
built in 1824 when Britain held the island. The 
local people tell the story of the architect of 
the prison building who, when he actually saw 
in stone the building he had designed for the 
British, committed suicide. 


OTHER VISITORS 


“If it were not for the parcels of food and 
clothes from our families and friends,” Tony 
told me, “ we could not possibly survive. The 
prison food is monotonous—macaroni, rice and 
beans day in and day out. We get just under 
4 lb. of meat about once a fortnight and only 
a tablespoonful of seed-oil to go with our food. 
On an average we get only 1,500 calories per 
day.” 

1 dion discovered that few families are ever 
able to send any food to their imprisoned 
relatives and still fewer are able to visit them. 
I talked with the aged mother of Tony’s ccll- 
mate, Mrs. Verrou who had come to see her 
son. 

She had worked for years to make the trip 
from her village near Kozani in Northern 
Greece and, after a tiring journcy by lorry and 
ferry-boat, she had arrived almost penniless. 
She was seeing her son, Costas, for the first 
time in eleven years. 

Another visitor, a week later, was 20-year-old 
Eftichia Kannavou who made the long journey 
from Kalamata in the Peloponnese to see her 
father, a doctor, whom she had not scen since 
she was a tiny girl. 

Tony's greatest joy apart from our seeing 
one another again, was on fearning that I had 
brought him a suit, woollen underwear and 
other clothes, for he suffers greatly from rheu- 
matic pains. This is not surprising for the cell 
where he and three others spend their lives is 
so damp that often the water trickles down the 
walls in rivulets. 

Every time I visited him [I saw other 
prisoners moving about the yard. Few had any 
footwear apart from a wooden sole tied to the 
foot with rag. They all looked tired and worn 
and their clothes were old and often ragged. 


SICK HEWN ~ 


Most of the political prisoners in Corfu are 
sick men. ‘It could not be otherwise,” said Dr. 
Siganos, himself a prisoner and a very ill man, 
“for often we spend 16 of every 24 hours 
locked in our tiny cells. These cells, which 
measure six feet by 10 feet, were built for one 
person, but two, three, and even four are often 
crammed into them. It is not surprising then 
that there are 229 cases of tuberculosis, gland 
complaints, etc., and 262 cases of stomach 
ulcers, amoevadiasis, etc., here.” 

All the Corfu prisoners are weakened and 
sick after long years in prison, But they are 
fine men. A large proportion of them have 
spent most of the past eleven years in prison 
—some of them after a year or more in a 
Nazi jail. 

They include peasants and workers, Com- 
munists and priests, young and old. All were 
anxious for news of the outside world. 

The whole time that I was in Corfu I was 
followed step by step by two security police 
agents. They did not let me leave the island 
without first giving me ample demonstration of 
their methods of intimidation. 

Nor are the other relatives left alone. Mrs. 
Manjackopoulou, who had herself been tem- 
porarily released from a women’s camp went 
to visit her son in the Corfu Prison early in 
November. 

She is a devout Catholic and, being penniless, 


she approached her priest who kindly arranged 


| RENOUNCE WAR AND | WILL NEVER 
SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER 
This pledge, signed by each member, is 


the basis. of the Peace Pledge Union. 
Send YOUR pledge to 
P.P.U. HEADQUARTERS 


Dick Sheppard House, Endsleigh Street, W.C.1 


Public Meeting 


Organised by;Arab Students’ Union, on 
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Freda Troup’s stirring account 
of the Rev. Michael Scott’s work 
in South Africa. 


me from landing in Greece as an “ un- 


for Catholic acquaintances of his to give her 

hospitality in Corfu. Mrs, Manjackopoulou was 

called to the security police station in Corfu 

after a few days and closely questioned about 
te “ suspicious ” people who had given her a 
ed. 

My turn came following my last visit to 
Tony. I was rudely wakened from my day- 
dreams, regarding the day when I would be 
reunited with Tony, when two security men 
took me as I walked away from the prison. 
The gifts I had been given were examined; 1 
was personally searched, by a poor woman who 
appeared to be the office cleaner, and then the 
house of my good hosts was entered (in viola- 
tion of the law) and four men, including the 
security police chief himself searched my week- 
end case and handbag. 

Back in Athens I visited the hospitals where 
I found one or two of the men and women who, 
after tremendous efforts, had finally been 
transferred from the concentration camp of Be Spe 
Agios Efstratios. But transfer in itself does not pie ten by 
necessarily mean they receive medical treat- ‘ 
ment. 
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I met an old friend, Pandelis Simos, in one 
hospital. It was Pandelis who, during the Nazi 
occupation organised soup-kitchens for the 
famine-stricken people of Athens. He was 
twice brought to hospital in Athens whilst I 
was there. Each time, the Greek Red Cross 
Doctor on Agios Efstratios, Dr. Stefanou, said 
Pandelis needed treatment. 

He is indeed a very sick man and, apart from 
other complaints both his kidneys are infected. 
But, on both occasions in the three months 
I was in Athens, he was sent back to the camp 
without having received any treatment. 

In the Agios Efstratios camp today there are 
540 men and 22 women, who, in October 1956 
were visited by a Greek Parliamentary delega- 
tion. This delegation, which included repre- 
sentatives of the Liberal Party of Mr, Papan- 
dreou and of the Liberal Democratic Union of 
Mr. S. Venizelos as well as Parliamentary 
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THE ADOPTION OF 


VEGETARIANISM 


deputies from the other Opposition partics, is an essential step towards 
issued a report which horrified Greek public unity of life and world harmony 
opinion because of its revelations concerning READ 


the conditions there and the extent of tuber- 
culosis and other diseases among the detainces. 


BROTHER-IN-LAW 


The report recommended the abolition of the 
camps and of the system of exiling citizens on 
the basis of an administrative (non-judicial) 
decision, 


Naturally foreign visitors are not welcome | 
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on this Greek isle! The British National 

Peace Council was refused visas for a 

delegation to visit Greece some years ago 

because it wished to visit the camps. 

_For three weeks I tried to obtain a permit to 
visit my brother-in-law in this camp, but with- 
Out success. (After spending most of the past 
thirteen years in prison for his anti-Nazi and 
democratic views, Nikos Ambatielos was tried 
in February 1956 for having published a book 
during a short period when he was free in 
1953. He was found “not guilty” and was 
acquitted but instead of being released was put 
on the boat and taken to the camp of Agios 
Efstratios), 
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Kashmir: Feeginald Reynolds replies 
to C. Rajagopalachari 


T[SHE reasoning of Mr. Rajagopalachari 
astonishes me. 

One would have thought that the only 
moral solution of the Kashmir problem 
was to settle it in accordance with the 
wishes of the people of Kashmir. 

T do not know how the people can make such 
a choice except by plebiscite. This (Mr. 
Rajagopalachari now tells us) was offered by 
India not because it was right and reasonable 
but because India’s armed hold on Kashmir was 
challenged by invasion. 

So this reasonable solution was only offered 
when force was challenged by force, and CR 
(Gf I may use the familiar initials of your 
correspondent) considers that, since a promise 
to do the right thing is no longer expedient, 
neither its rightness nor the promise binds India 
to her offer. 

CR says that a plebiscite “ would lead to a 
mass campaign of hatred.” How far is he pre- 
pared to carry this argument ? The same thing 
could be urged against any democratic election. 

Are we. then, to abandon elections and 
establish dictatorships to avoid party friction 
and strife? And does CR really imagine that 
there will be no hatred as a direct result of 
Indian policy ? 

People who have been given a fair chance 
in a plebiscite may, conceivably, accept its 
verdict. But if an opposition exists in Kashmir 
—-and CR, by his reference to “ hatred,” makes 
it clear that he believes it does—how will they 
fecl now that they have been deprived of a 
constitutional outlet ? Will they hate India 
less ? On the contrary, the hatred has already 
spread. 

There is deep resentment now outside India 
and Kashmir. Old friends of India are, for 
the first time, unable to defend her against the 
bitter attacks of her enemies in this country 
and in many others. 

To minimise the possibility of the outbreaks 
which CR fears, the supervision of a plebiscite 
by the United Nations would have been helpful. 
But India, the great upholder of the UN, has 
rejected any such suggestion. Instead we are 
asked to accept, blindfold, the view that the 
Kashmir decision is that of “the people of 
Kashmir,” who have “framed their constitu- 
tion.” What proof is offered ? Where is Sheikh 
Abdullah, and what has he to say about it ? 
Why is he held captive and prevented from 
speaking or organising his followers? 

The more the Indian leaders stress legal 
quibbles and avoid the big moral issues, the 
more their friends here despair. I am sure that 
all, from Nehru downwards, have convinced 
themselves that they are right. 

Clearly I don’t agree; but there is still one 
point which should make some impression on 
them. There is an old principle of juris- 
prudence, that it is not sufficient for justice to 
be done, it must also appear to be done. There 
must be no reasonable doubt left, so far as 
human effort can achieve this result. 

How does this apply here? I am an old 
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Thursday, March 7 
LONDON, W.G.11 7.30 p.m.; Dick Shep- | R4-. N.4. 
Peace Pledge Union, pard HHo., 
Party of Great Britain."" PYAG. 

LEYTONSTONE: 8&8 
Bush Rd. 
John Hoyland, ‘War on World|‘ Problems of the Middle East.” 


2. Include: 
evel 


Friday, March 1 


HULL: 7.30 p.m.; 6 Bond St, Group 
business. 


Saturday, March 2 
BRIDGWATER : 3 p.m.; Friends Mtg. Ho.,] Ho., 


Friarn St. 
Famine ’*. Bridgwater Peace Group. 
KENDAL: 2.30 p.m.: Friends Mtg. Ho. 
John Wrigley, ** Peacemaking in the Atomic 
Age.”’ Conference. Fellowship of Reconciliation. 


LONDON, W.C.1: 


Science of Being.’’ Visitors welcome. Religion 
Commission, Peace Pledge Union, 


¢ LONDON, N.W.11 7.30 p.m.; Friends Ho., 
: Euston Rd, (room 11), Mrs, G. G. Coleman, 
: 3-5 p.m.: Dick Shep- | ‘* The Barrier of Colour in Southern Rhodesia." 
pard Ho., 6 Endsicigh St. Michacl Cross, ‘The | Chair. Sybi! Morrison. PPU and Peace News. 


Saturday, March 9 


friend of India—one of the very few who stood 
100 per cent for Indian independence 27 years 
ago. I stood by Congress during the difficult 
years of the war. I always opposed Jinnah and 
the Moslem League, regarded partition as a 
disaster and have often made the sharpest 
criticisms of Pakistan. If I have any bias it is 
therefore pro-Indian. 

Does it mean nothing to CR and his friends 
that many people like myself are horrified by 
India’s attitude? Can't they see that, if their 
actions do not look right or just to us, they 
must look very much worse to those who do 
not share our pro-Indian sentiments? 

If I were in a position in which my actions 
were so suspect I should take steps to put them 
above suspicion. I should say: ‘Very well. 
You doubt the validity of our claim. Let us 
put it to the test. Send your ablest observers or 
tun the plebiscite yourselves, and we will test 
the views of these people.” By avoiding (and 
even crying out against) such a test, the Indian 
Government places itseif in the position of an 
accused party refusing to submit to a fair trial. 


Parties to defence 


NA4tTo official sources admit that three hydro- 
~* gen bombs would knock out Britain and 
that there is no total defence. Instead, we must 
rely on offensive weapons to ensure survival. 
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This can only mean that NATO powers have 
decided, should it appear necessary in their 
opinion, to start the hydrogen bomb war. For 
certainly Britain could have no possible interest 
if she were beaten to the trigger. 

Obviously Russia must be thinking similarly. 
It is quite inevitable, therefore, that either 

(a) Britain will be a party to the most 
ghastly crime ever committed against 
humanity (and which in any case is unlikely 
to succeed in its purpose) ; or 

(b) Britain will be the victim of such a 
crime ; or 

(c) morality and sanity will be imposed by 
the will of the people and force and arma- 
ments will be renounced. 

In the face of alternatives (a) and (b) are 
not we pacifists, as a body, exhibiting the folly 
of Nero? Some of us just fiddle ; others of us, 
like Terence Chivers, PN, February 22, assume 
an air of purity and advance views which are 
merely academic ; others complacently support 
a Party which is committed to force and hydro- 
gen bombs and whose Constitution rules out 
any possibility of change in time to be of any 
avail; yet others of us endeavour to challenge 
the partics of war though pitifully short of 
numbers and resources. 

All of us are perfectly sincere but sincerity 
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MEETINGS 
A PHILOSOPHER LOOKS AT EUTHAN- 


Were there no moral reasons for such a fair 
test, surely expediency alone demands it. It is 
desperately important to the whole world that 
India should not only be right in her own eyes, 
but above suspicion in the eyes of others. 


Russia, Britain, France and Israel have all 
recently flouted the one authority which could 
hope to save the world from war. India till 
now has been our main hope. 


Is it nothing to CR and the Indian statesmen 
that they have thrown away the moral leader- 
ship of the world because they were so sure 
they were right that they would not bother to 
prove it? Or (as most people outside India 
are bound to conclude) are they so uncertain of 
the result that they dare not face a fair test?— 
REGINALD REYNOLDS, 20 Jubilee Place, 
London, S.W.3. 


alone will not save the world from hydrogen 


bombs and, let's face it, collectively we are fail- 
ing miserably to serve the cause of peace in any 
way which can become effective in less than a 
hundred years. And to my Christian readers I 
would only repeat Martin Niemoller’s words to 
the World Council of Churches : ‘‘ We shall not 
go to Heaven because of our good works, but 
we shall certainly go to Hell because of our 
omissions.” 

For all its faults and deficiencies, the Fellow- 
ship Party offers the only present hope of 
mobilising public opinion and translating it 
into a mandate for peace. But it needs the sup- 
port of all true pacifists and purely academic 
arguments can and should be shelved until the 
present peril is past. 


Those who cling to the Labour Party should 
decide where their loyalty lies between pacifism 
and political sentiment. 

They might also remember that, apart from 
the morality of supporting a party committed 
to force, votes cast for that party may actually 
be used as a mandate for force. 

The most probable prospect of change of 
Labour policy will appear when a party re- 
nouncing war captures the public support which 
it would otherwise receive. And when the 
Labour Party renounces war the Fellowship 
Party will have served its purpose—JOHN 
LOVERSEED, 63 Wilberforce Rd., London, 
N.4. 


(John Loverseed, who had hoped to contest 
North Lewisham in the by-election, is now out 
of hospital. He is grateful to all who have 
written to him during his illness —Ep. PN.) 


For the second time in five years a member of 


Mansfield Peace Group (FoR and PPU) has 
been made President of Mansfield and 


District Free Church Federal Council. 
Douglas Newble, inducted to the office 
recently, is a 45-year-old Methodist lay 
preacher. 
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PRISONERS IN CORFU 


@ FROM PAGE FOUR 


In the Daphni Mental Home, which I visited 
in December, I found three political exiles 
from the Agios Efstratios camp. 

They were suffering from _ tuberculosis, 
stomach ulcers and rheumatism, but because 
their relatives had not been able to pay for 
them to enter private hospitals, the authorities 
had placed them in the State Mental Institution, 


One of them, Nikos Nikolaou, who has spent 
many years in camps, told me that there were 
only 40 beds for the 110 mental patients in 
the two men’s wards-~and only 75 blankets. 


“When I arrived,” he told me, “I was told 
to share a bed with a mental patient. We are 
quite sane now, but we, too, will go mad if we 
stay here much longer.” 

At Christmas I went to a party for the 
children of the political prisoners and exiles. 

The children, nearly all about ten or eleven 
years of age, were accompanied by mothers, 
grandmothers or guardians and all had tragic 
stories to tell. Hardly one had any regular 
income and my mind boggled at the thought 
of the colossal problems that these women face 
every day in trying to feed these poor children. 

There is poverty all around in Greece where 
official statistics say that one-third of the 
population is destitute. But the relatives of 
political prisoners and exiles find it hard to 
obtain a certificate of destitution (allowing 
certain foods and medical treatment to be 
obtained more cheaply) because they cannot 
first obtain the required “certificate” of 
political reliability.” 


Change 


Men released from the camp (usually “on 
parole” and,only for a month or so) are 
similarly unable to obtain employment because 
they, too, are unable to obtain the required 
“ certificate of political reliability.” 

The most hopeful sign in Greece for the 
political detainees is the widening conviction 
among all sections of the nation that “ there 
must be a change.” Today it is rare to find 
anyone outside a narrow government circle 
who will altempt to justify the continued 
existence of the concentration camps. 

It will not be casy, however, for the Grecks 
to effect a change in the situation which is, in 
the final analysis, the outcome of cold war 
policies instigated by the US in Greece. But 
poverty and hunger, a burning love of freedom 
and human rights, fraternal support for the 
people of Cyprus and an overwhelming desire 
to secure peace, are drawing the hitherto 
divided people into a united force which will 
prove irresistible. Those in Britain who want 
peace have everything to gain from helping the 
Greek people. 

Information regarding the sending of relief 
parcels is available from The Relief Committee, 
The League for Democracy in Greece, 376 
Gray’s Inn Road, London, W.C.1. 
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WE CAN HELP YOU. Use these columns 
minimum 2s. 6d, (Box No. 1s. extra). Please} to advertise your services, sell your products} Vegetarian guest house in National Park. 6 
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Peace News, 3 Blackstock | Rd., London, N.4. 


CARDIGAN BAY. Sea and mountains. 


Trevor and Mary Jepson, Brackenhurst, 
Blackstock | Fairbourne (Tel. 226) Merioneth. 
COTSWOLD HILLS. The 


Yew Trees, 
Cockleford, Cowley, 


Cheltenham. Excellent 


LATEST TIME for copy: Monday morning | SWRA” nan ”™$™naa»nMnA~n”14” ar | centre 5 good food; 16s. 6d. daily, £5 weekly 
VACANCY ON PEACE NEWS 


(afternoon teas extra). 

Tansley. 
DERBYSHIRE HILLS: ‘ The Briars” for 

happy country holidays in friendly atmosphere, 


Brochure from Lilla 


Peace News office urgently needs the | Brochure from Mr. and Mrs. Heymans, Crich, 
services (full time if possible) of a|®/t Matlock. 


DORSET COAST. Overlooking Weymouth 


Its staff Bay. 4-berth caravan, fully equipped. Eljsan 


wages are based on a common standard | and Calor Gas. From 5 gns. week. Send for 
Interesting and | brochure. Grey, Buckland Newton, Dorchester. 


Professor Anthony Flew, Thursday, A si uiri and offers in 
March 7, 7.30 pam. Room 12, Friends Meeting | creative work. Enquiries 

House, Euston Rd., N.W.1. Euthanasia Society, 
86 Rochester Row, S.W.1. 


ENJOY splendid isolation and magnificent 
Lakeland scenery in lovely Elizabethan house. 
Mollie Trafford, Stanegarth, 


Monday, March 4 


LONDON, W.C.1: 8 p.m.; Institute of 
Education Assembly Hall, Malet St. Harriet 
Cohen, CBE. Pianoforte recital in aid of The 
Africa Bureau. 


Wednesday, March 6 


BLACKHEATH : 
combe Rd. Play, 
Fellowship Party. 

HASTINGS: 7.p.m.; 78a Norman Rd., St. 
Leonards. John Reid, ARCA, “ Pacifism and 
Vexetarianism—the — relationship.” Chairman, 
Philip Millwood. Peace Pledge Union. 

NOTE :—BERMONDSEY Group members 
and anyone interested. Meeting date is altered 
to first Wednesday insicad of first Thursday, 
beginning March. (7.30 p.m. sharp). Chair- 
man, Bob Srreetley, 38 Southwark Park Rd., 
S.E. 16. Peace Pledge Union. 


8.30 p.m.; 141 Woola- 
“ Wagestaff's England.” 


Every week ! 
SATURDAYS AND SUNDAYS 


LONDON : Weekend Workcamps, cleaning 
and redecorating the homes of old-age pen- 
sioners. IVSP, 19 Pembridge Villas, W.11, 

SUNDAYS 


HYDE PARK: 4 p.m.; Pacifist 
Action Group. Every Sunday. PYAG. 


MONDAYS 


SHIPLEY: 7.15 p.m.; Shipley Group in 
new premises in Labour Party Rooms, West- 


gate, Shipley. 
TUESDAYS 
MANCHESTER 1 


Site. Christian pacifist open-air mig. 
Methodist ministers and others. MPF, 


WEDNESDAYS 
KIDBROOKE: 8 p.m.; 141 Woolacombe 


Rd. Talks, plays, discussion, music, radio, cte. 
Fellowship Party. 


THURSDAYS 


LEYTONSTONE: 8 p.m.; Fricnds Mtg. Ho., 
Bush Road, E.10 and E.11 Group. PPU. 

LONDON, W.C.1: 1.15-1.45 p.m.; Church 
of St. George the Martyr, Qucen St. Weekly 
Junch-hour Service of Intercession for World 
Peace. Conducted by Clergy and laymen of 
different denominations. 

LONDON, W.C.1: 7.30 p.m.; Dick Shep- 
Dard Ho., 6 Endsleigh St, PYAG, 
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Youth 


1-2 p.m.; Deansgate Blitz 
Local 


LIVERPOOL: 3 p.m.; Friends Mtg. Ho., 
Hunter St. (rear of Walker Art Gallery). 
NW Arca AGM. 4.30 p.m.; Discussion Ied by 
Bernard Rushton, Tea provided. 5 p.m. PPU. 


Sunday, March 10 


EWELL: 3 p.m.; 94 Park Avenuc East. 
Surrey Area AGM. Speaker, Rev. H. J. Dale. 
Peace Pledge Union. 


Monday, March 11 


WOODFORD GREEN t 7.45 p.m.; Sir James 
Hawkey Hall, Symposium; speakers from 
local and national organisations ; ‘‘ Which Way 
to Peace in 195727" Woodford and Dist. 
Peace Commitice. 


Tuesday, March 12 


BELFAST: 8 p.m.; Friends’ Inst. Frederick 
St. Study Gp. Fellowship of Reconciliation. 


Friday, March 15 
ELTHAM : 7.45  p.m.; Progress Hall, 


Admiral Seymour Rd., Well Hall. Edith Adlam, 
‘Visit to Uzbekistan.’? Peace Pledge Union. 


BOWES PARK: 8 p.m.; Methodist Church, 
Bowes Rd., N.13. Debate with Southgate 
Young Conservatives, ‘‘ War can never be 
justified from the Christian standpoint." Chair- 
man, Rev. Reginald Brighton. Methodist Peace 
Fellowship. 


Saturday, March 16 
LANCASTER: 3 p.m.; Friends Mtg Ho. 


John Burnet, National Council representative. 
Tea provided. Lukecland Arca Mtg. PPU, 


Wednesday, March 20 


BLACKHEATH: 8.30 p.m.; 141 Woola- 
combe Rd. Play, ‘' Bidden to the Feast.” 
Fellowship Party, 


Sunday, March 24 


LONDON, W.C.2: 7.30 p.m.; Kingsway 
Hall. Donald Soper march through West End 
for open-air mig. in Manette St. 


Tuesday, March 26 


LONDON, N.W.1: 7 p.m.; Friends Ho., 
Euston Rd. ‘The Failure of Violence—the 
Challenge of Pacifism.” Leslie Hale, MP, 
Marjorie Lewis, Kathleen Lonsdale, DBE, DSc, 
FRS, Martin Niemoller, DD. Chair. Donald 
Soper, MA, PhD. Standing Joint Pacifist 
Committee. 


Saturday-Sunday, March 30-31 


WESTON-SUPER-MARE: Milford Lodge 
Hotel. Conference Week-end. ‘‘ Any Ques- 
tions "and a dcbate on the motion “‘ that the 
form which social order takes is irrelevant in 
a pacifist world society.” Programme from 
Ron Barnes, 4 Grange Drive, Bridgwater. Peace 
Pledgc Union Western Arca Council. 


Collection. 


ACCOMMODATION 

FROM TIME TO TIME we have quict 
accommodation available for long term letting. 
Separate rooms ; own cooking facilities. Apply, 
Sec. the Vedanta Movement, Batheaston Villa, 
Bath. 

HOMELY ACCOMMODATION and jolly 
good food to visitors and permanent guests. 
CANonbury 1340, Telkea Shayler, 27 Hamilton 
Pk., N.S. 


GERMAN retired teacher and wife wishing 
to improve knowledge of English and get first- 
hand knowledgc of English life, thought, re- 
quire accommodation for 6 months England, 
Scotland. Propose paying for board and 
lodging by giving German, French lessons. Sug- 
gestions to Karl Struve, Wentorf C/Hamburg, 
Zollnerkoppe!, Germany. 


EDUCATION 


LEARN VEGETARIAN cookery in lovely 
Lakeland at Rothay Bank, Grasmere. Apr. 
8-15. 


FOR SALE 
FARM for sale. Pleasant hill country 10 
miles north of Swansea. S-roomed house, pined 
water, Rayburn, clectricity, £1,350 freehold. 
Lygos Farm, Rhydfro, Pontardawe, Glamorgan. 
TEDDY BEARS made for UN Children's 
Fund, 10s. and 4s. plus post. John Hoyland, 


Kentmere, Rednal, Birmingham. 
LITERATURE 
QUAKERISM. Information and literature 


respecting the Faith and Practice of the Reli- 
gious Society of Friends, free on application 
to the Friends’ Home Service Committee, 
Friends’ House, Euston Rd., London. 

THE RAILWAY REVIEW. The only, and 
best informed, TU newspaper. Trade union 
and political news; Rai!way problems and 
working conditions featured in every Issue. 
Every Friday, 12 pages, price 3d 

THE BIGGEST BOOKSELLERS IN THE 
WORLD cannot supply more titles than your 
own Peace News bookshop. Every book in 
print available from HOUSMANS BOOK- 
SHOP, 3 Blackstock Rd., London, N.4. 


PERSONAL 


THE BAPTIST PACIFIST FELLOWSHIP 
invites your support. For details of member- 
ship write: Rev, Leslie Worsnip, 63 Lough- 
borough Rd., Quorn, Leicester. 


UNITARIANISM: for those who desire 
reason and liberty in belief. Information from 
Postal Mission, 14 Gordon Square, W.C.1. 


_WAR_RESISTERS’ International welcomes 
gifts of foreign stamps and undamaged air 
Mail covers. Piease send to WRI, Lansbury 
House, 88 Park Ave., Enfield, Middlesex. 


N.4. 
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SITUATIONS VACANT 
ALUN DAVIES returning from Vienna, 
February 25, urgently needs secretary (good 
speeds) in Work Camps office. Full time paid 
job. Apply Friends Service Council, Friends 
House, Euston Rd., London, N.W.1, 


SITUATIONS AND WORK WANTED 
BOOK-KEEPER-ACCOUNTANT available 


nart-time. Pasadena, California, USA. 
SYcamore 7-5463. 
(OLIDAYS 
BARMOUTH, MERIONETH, WALES, 


Marine Mansion Private Hotel, at sca’s edge. 
A.A. and R.A.C. Miles of sands, lovely in- 


land walks. Terms 9 to 12 guineas. Brochure 
from P. N. Jackson. 

BOURNEMOUTH (Boscombe). ‘Friendly, 
comfortable private hotel, near sea. Ordinary 


and vegetarian food, Norah Bailey, Court 
Green, Glen Rd. Tel. Boscombe 33621. 

CARAVAN ON FARM_) near _ Dartmoor. 
Two-berth fully equipped. Calor gas. Elsan. 
On bus route. 3 guineas. Coombe Farm, 
Dunsford, Exeter. 

COOMBE LODGE, Wotton-under- Edge, 
Gloucestershire. Lovely manse house in four- 
acre garden on the southern slopes of Cots- 
wold Hills, where vegetarians and peace 
lovers may stay. Home grown fruit and 
vegetables, excellent centre for walking. Write 
to Kathleen Mayo. Tel. Wotton 3165. 


Admission free.| News, Ltd., 3 Blackstock Rd., London, | Bampton, Penrith. 


FRINTON-ON-SEA. Gem of East Coast. 
Peaceful and happy atmosphere. Bathing from 
charming house, overlooking famous grecns- 
ward. Vegetarian, food reform, Lilian and 
Aldo Vezza, Sandy Point, Esplanade. Tel. 691. 

HINDHEAD, Surrey, The Rose House. Re- 
duced terms for Peace News readers. Special 
week-end terms for groups of 3-6. Exceptional 
recommendations, delicious vegetarian food. 
Tel. Hindhead 389. 

NORFOLK COAST. Quiet village, Broads 
district ; excellent beach. Vegetarian and con- 
ventional catering. H, & C. all bedrooms. 
Woodbine Guest House, Sea Palling. Tel. 
Hickling 236. 

NORTH WALES. Vegetarin guest house, nr. 
mountains and sea. Lovely woodland garden. 
Brochure from Jeannie and George Lake, 
Plas-y-Coed, Penmaen Park, Lianfairfechan. 
Tel.: 161. 

POLAND, PORTUGAL, TURKEY. Send 
stamp) (2$d.) H.F.S., 48 Dalston’ Lane, 
London, E.8. 

ST. LEONARDS-ON-SEA. Close to sea 
and shops. Good vegetarian food only, but 
still at reasonable terms. Particulars: Frances 
E. Morgan, 78a Norman Rd., St. Leonards- 
on-Sea. 

SWANAGE : Vegetarian Guest House, over- 
looking sea. Children welcomed. Own garden 
and farm produce ; home-made bread, cakes, 
etc. Waveney Park Rd. Phone 2804. 

VISIT THE LAKES for your holiday this 
year. Whether for a strenuous walking and 
climbing or restful holiday, Keswick is an 
ideal centre. Highfield Vegetarian Guest Hause, 
the Heads, offers first-class food, comfort and 
friendly atmosphere. Tel.: 508. Anne Horner. 
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Postal Subscription ‘Rates 
Great Britain : 
Ten wks. 5s.; 20 wks. 10s.; One yr. 25s. 
Abroad (Sea Mail) : 

Twelve wks. 5s.; 24 wks. 10s.; One yr. 2lIs. 
TRIAL SUBSCRIPTION FOR NEW 
READERS : 

Home or Abroad : 2s. 6d. for eight weeks 
AIR MAIL SUBSCRIPTION RATES 


N. Africa and Middle East : 
Twelve wks. 7s.; 24 wks. 14s.: One yr. 30s. 
India. S., E., and W. Africa, 
America and S.E. Asia: 
Twelve wks. &8s.; 24 wks. 16s.: One yr. 34s. 
Australia amd Far East 3 
Twelve wks. 9s.: 24 wks. 183.; One yr. 38s. 
AIR EXPRESS EDITION 
to U.S. and all parts of America, from Peace 
News US Sales Office, c/o American Friends 
Service Committee, 130 Brattle St., Cambridge 
38, Mass. 


$5 year $1, 3 mnths 


PLEASE HAND THIS 
TO YOUR NEWSAGENT 
Please deliver PEACE NEWS 
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published weekly as a national newspaper at 
the retail price of dd. It Is obtainable by 
your wholesaler at the usual rates from the 
Publishers, at 3 Blackstock Rd., London, N.4. 


* From page one 


‘“Save the Aborigines 


project is being carried out without the people 
of Australia, or even their Parliamentary rep- 
resentatives, having any say in the matter. 


Give them respect and opportunity 


World opinion today, he said was strong in 
demanding that backward peoples should be 
given an opportunity to rise, and the Aborigines 
must be helped to adapt themselves to a new 
life. 

The Church should supply the missionary 
zeal and the Government the money. 

They had seen what these people could do, 
when given respect and opportunity. Today a 
mission station was being efficiently run by 
people who were naked nomads 20 years ago. 

It was said that such people couldn’t under- 
stand money, but at that station there were 
300-400 people whom you couldn’t cheat of a 
half-penny. 

The prevailing attitude of condescension, 
which was another factor in the mishandling of 
the problem, was due to ignorance, and 
ignorance was as much an enemy of the 
Aborigines as cruelty and scorn. 

There was only one way to treat them—as 
equal children of the Father of us all. Nothing 
less could succeed. 


Public interest growing 


Pastor Doug, Nicholls, of the Church of 
Christ, Melbourne, gave an account of what he 
had witnessed as a child, when a squad of 
police came to take eight girls away from their 
mothers. 

The boys climbed trees, and the mothers 


tried to puncture the police car tyres, 
He gave other evidence of similar harsh and 


TENSION RISES IN 
MAURITIUS 


by Peter Ibbotson 


MPHE Dodo is extinct in Mauritius, but not 
old-style imperialism. Taken by the British 
from the French in the Napoleonic Wars, 
Mauritius retains an aristocracy of French 
descent, some 10,000 strong, who control the 
colony’s commerce, industry and agriculture, 

Especially agriculture, for Mauritius has a 
one-crop economy: 70 per cent of the 
cultivated land is under sugar cultivation which 
forms 97 per cent of the exports, 

Before 1948 a very restricted franchise kept 
political as well as economic power in the hands 
of the Franco-Mauritian aristocracy ; but in 
that year all literate adults were given the vote. 
The result was a Legislative Council (Legco) 
with an elected majority of Labour members, 
though the Governor’s powers of nomination 
nullified the will of the electorate. In 1953 the 
electors’ verdict (13 Labour members out of 19) 
was frustrated by the nomination of 12 more 
aristocrats, - 

Popular demand for a more liberal constitu- 
tion led to proposals last year providing for six 
additional elected Legislative Councillors. Up 
to 12 nominees were retained; Legislative 
Councillors were to elect the Executive Council 
from among themselves. Adult suffrage, with- 
out a literacy test, was granted; but... 


PROPORTIONAL REPRESENTATION 


The “but” was the system of voting; pro- 
portional representation being suggested. This, 
it was said, would protect the interest of the 
minority racial groups; though the constitu- 
tional proposals themselves showed ctfearly that 
it was aimed at weakening Labour representa- 
tion in Legco. 

The Labour Party opposed the proposal for 
proportional representation and has fought two 
Legco by-elections on the issue. It retained the 
first seat, and gained the second. It also won 
control of the Port Louis (the capital) Munici- 
pal Council from the Parti Mauricien (the 
reactionaries) at the local elections § in 
September, and refused to participate in the 
Executive Council elections. 

Last week, Mauritian political leaders flew 
into London for fresh constitutional talks with 
Lennox-Boyd who promptly went into a nurs- 
ing home. The Labour delegates are determined 
not to accept proportional representation ; the 
Parti Mauricien is determined to have it. Len- 
nox-Boyd must decide. 

Before leaving Mauritius, the reactionaries 
organised a petition in favour of proportional 
representation, to be presented to Lennox- 
Boyd when the talks began. Many signatures 
were obtained under duress, 

Agents of the Parti Mauricien visited work- 
shops and sugar estates canvassing workers to 
sign the petition. Refusal would probably have 
meant the sack; and there are 10 men ready 
to fill every vacancy. Rather than risk un- 
employment (there is no unemployment benefit) 
even opponents of proportional representation 


signed. 
GREAT PROVOCATION 


If the Labour delegates accept proportional 
representation, they will be execrated. If they 
reject it but it is foisted on the colony, it is 
doubtful if serious trouble can be prevented. 

For years the leaders of the Labour Party 
have counselled patience even in the face of 
great provocation. (A good example was a riot 
engineered between Hindus and Moslems at the 
village of Chemin Grenier in 1954. A local 
Moslem was made the scapegoat for reactionary 
agents provocateurs from Port Louis, 30 miles 
away.) 

Lately the reactionaries have stepped up their 
provocation, and tension is high. Trouble will 
benefit only the Parti Mauricien. 

By putting a premium on racialism and com- 
munalism, proportional representation will 
increase this tension, Lennox-Boyd must not 
impose such a system on a colony which has 
decisively rejected it. 
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unfeeling treatment of parents and children, 

Missions, he said, had only touched the 
fringe of the problem, but he believed the eyes 
of the nation were beginning to be focussed on 
the question. 


FROM 

H-TESTS PAGE ONE 

and if, when the moment comes, you ask for 

volunteers, I for one, should be glad to 
enroll.” 

A married couple living at St. Ann’s Hill, 
Great Malvern (Worcs.), Harold and Shiela 
Steele, are also ready to volunteer, as also is 
Reginald Reynolds, the British Quaker writer. 

Say the Steeles: “It would seem that there 
remains no other way but to startle and shock 
the imagination and conscience of mankind. 

“Cannot a company be recruited (of men 
and women, old and young, rich and poor) 
willing, ready and determined, at whatever 
cost, to put their living bodies in to the 
heart of the bomb testing ranges, there to 
stay in defiance of the bomb testers until the 
tests are called off ?” 

Peace News understands that the Tokio office 
of the Japan Council against Atomic and 
Hydrogen Bombs have been asked whether 
such a scheme is practicable. A big factor is 
the cost of flying personnel to the Pacific area. 
Tourist return fares are over £400 from London 
to Tokio or to Fiji. 


Service Units on TV 


TXAMILY SERVICE UNITS, with their 
personal friendship and practical help 
approach to “problem families,” are success- 
fully applying a pacifist technique to one of 
Britain’s most stubborn social maladies. 

At 9 p.m. on Sunday, March 3, the BBC Tele- 
vision Programme will give them an oppor- 
tunity to appeal for urgently needed funds. 

Volunteers to assist with the acknowledgment 
of contributions should contact the National 
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SANCTIONING WAR 


If a two-thirds majority of the Assembly voted for sanctions then the United 
States would impose them. For America to ignore a sanctions recommendation would 
undermine the logical basis of its condemnation of other nations for not carrying out 


Assembly motions. 


—Mr. Dulles, Secretary of State, USA, Daily Telegraph, February 20, 1957. 


JT is not my purpose here to discuss the 

rights and wrongs of the Israeli occupa- 
tion of the Gaza strip; there are so many 
wrongs that it would almost seem that all 
sides are wrong, and that aspect is dis- 
cussed on page two. 


But the hint that the motion calling for 
economic, financial and even military sanctions 
against Israel might be supported by the United 
States in order to enforce what is considered by 
the President to be expedient for the Western 
Power bloc, is a startling reminder of what lics 
behind the easy use of the word “ sanctions.” 

No President, Prime Minister, or Dictator, 
today can afford to overlook the monstrous 
fact of the existence of nuclear weapons ; none 
can, with any easy conscience, take any action 
which might lead to loosing upon the world 
a nuclear weapon war. 

Plainly Eden was not afraid to make war 
upon a country that did not possess the H- 
bomb ; and equally, in spite of strong criticism 
of Eden’s action in Egypt, the American 
Administration sees nothing morally wrong in 
supporting a demand for sanctions, which might 
result in a war against a nation that cannot 
answer back with the devastating power of the 
nuclear weapon. 

The tragedy is that in this instance America 
seems to be concerned merely with maintaining 
a logical position which is not necessarily a 
moral one. It would be perfectly logical for a 
robber to assist another robber in a house- 
breaking job; that does not make it right. 
Logic is merely a method of reasoning, and in 
this case, where sanctions may be invoked as 
an alternative to persuasion, discussion and 
negotiation, a very unsound one, 


Secretary, David Jones, at 25 St. Mary’s Grove, 
London, N.1. 


_ it war were to result from Israel and Egypt’s 
intransigence and American sanctions, the 


Why Welsh hamlet opposes 
Liverpool’s reservoir scheme 


‘THE part of the Tryweryn valley which 

Liverpool wants to submerge as a 
reservoir for the Corporation’s benefit, in- 
cludes farms and the little Meirionethshire 
hamlet of Capel Celyn with its home- 
steads, chapel, two burial grounds and 
school. 


The number of inhabitants affected 
would be about sixty, and many of the 
upland sheep farms, once their lowland 
pastures are submerged, would be of little 
value. 


Many of the families living in these farms 
have been there for very many gencrations, 
some indeed, for over 300 years. Some of the 
old farm-houses have been repaired and 
modernised by the present gencration. 


DEFENCE COMMITTEE 


The valley, although scantily populated, has 
given Wales (and England) teachers, ministers 
of the Gospel, doctors and leaders in the 
cultural life of many communities. _— 

The local opposition is, naturally, senti- 
mental. But who would gainsay the real value 
of a virile, cultured community such as this 
to the nation’s life ? There are people through- 
out the Principality of Wales such as Dr. 
lorwerth Peate (Welsh Folk Museum), Dr. 
Thomas Parry (National Librarian), Dr. 
Gwenan Jones, educationist, Sir Idris Bell and 
Sir David Hughes Parry of London, who have 
strongly protested against this proposed im- 
poverishment of a truly Welsh community ; and 
both farmers’ unions in Wales have naturally 
entered the fray against the scheme. 

Early in 1956, a Defence Committee was 
formed in Meirionethshire, and this com- 
mittee has now entrusted the official opposing 
of the scheme to the County Council, 

The Defence Committee had made represen- 
tations to the Liverpool Corporation during the 
late summer of 1956, asking them to receive a 
deputation of Welsh leaders, but the City 
Councillors only encouraged a deputation to 
meet their Water Sub-committee. The Welsh- 
men stuck to their request to meet the full 
Corporation in session, since the submerging 
of a Welsh valley and demolition of a whole 
community was a tragedy not to be dealt with 
behind the scenes. 

Finally, in November, 1956, two bus-loads of 
the Capel Celyn folk (practically the whole 
population), with supporters went to Liverpool 
to parade their grievance on the city’s highways 
and before the Corporation Chambers while the 
Councillors were in session. 


WELSH LABOUR MP 


On that occasion, Alderman Gwynfor Evans, 
President of the Welsh Party, and one of the 
delegation chosen by the Defence Committee to 
represent them, was allowed into the Council 
Chamber. He delivered a noble speech, 
enumerating the reasons for opposition stated 
above. But the Council decided at that meeting, 
with one vote cast against, to present the Bill 
to Parliament. 

The Defence Committee, who had previously 
notified the Liverpool Police of their intending 
parade, praised the Inspector in charge and the 
constables for their help in keeping the parade 
orderly and for giving it direction, 

Early in January, 1957, at the invitation of the 
Welsh Labour MPs, a deputation of the Liver- 
pool Corporation (in the morning), and later a 
deputation of the Meirionethshire County 


FROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 


Council appeared before them at Westminster 
to submit their respective cases.. As a result of 
this and a later meeting in his constituency 
Mr. T. W. Jones, Labour, MP for Merioneth, 
said that he would be willing to carry out the 
wishes of the County Council whatever they 
decided to do. The County Council decided, 
after hearing the Liverpool case, to oppose the 
proposals outright. 


There has been much forthright criticism in 
the local Press of Mr. T. W. Jones’ attitude, 
because he had shown a willingness to com- 
promise, a spirit he had expressed on more 
than one occasion in public utterances. He has 
since refuted the charge, and recent events in 
Parliament show that he is backing his County 
Council’s opposition. 


The Labour camp in Wales have attacked the 
Nationalists, saying that the Welsh Party are 
exploiting the matter for party purposes ; but 
the Welshmen on the other hand, argue that 


the Labour members representing Welsh con- 
stituencies should have been at one with them 
from the beginning in their opposition to a 
scheme which amounts to the exploitation by a 
rich and powerful city of 2 small, homogeneous, 
Welsh community for its own aggrandisement. 


Ever since the setting up of the local 
Defence Committee, letters of sympathy, 
monetary gifts, and protesis have been pour- 
ing in to the local secretary and continue 
to do so. 


A proportion of these, numbering many 
scores from District and other Councils, 
religious and cultural conferences and_ indi- 
vidual congregations, trade unions and working- 
men’s federations, have been sent to MPs, the 
present Minister for Welsh Affairs and his 
predecessor in office. 


UNFAIR SITUATION 


Apart from the local opposition, based pro- 
portionately on sentiment and economics, and 
the wider and more important national (Welsh) 
point of view, considerable feeling has been 
aroused because it is still possible for a 
wealthy Corporation to go marching over 
people’s land, measuring and marking with a 
view to purchasing, etc., without so much as a 
“by your leave” to the owners and occupiers, 
or an official intimation to them of the plans, 
until there is hardly any time left to rally 
effective opposition. 


Furthermore, the conviction is gathering 
momentum in Wales that the damming of the 
waters of the Welsh hills to create electric 
power, which is to be wired over our lands, 
and out of them, without benefitting our 
homes and villages, and even to be piped 
handily to homes across the borders before 
being utilised for our own benefit, has to be 
stopped. 

There is something incongruous and unfair in 
the situation. 

Liverpool’s Alderman John Braddock has 
lately said that South Wales could do nothing 
about the dire poverty and unemployment 
which descended on the valleys during the inter- 
war years, and had to get Englishmen to get 
them out of the mess! 

If that ignorant slap-in-the-face is the 
measure of the Socialist movement in 1957 in 
its attitude to the problems of Wales, it is not 
to be wondered at that the age-old peacc- 
minded radicalism of Wales is veering away 
from that movement and is once more rallying 
under the banner of Welsh Freedom. 


whole world might be involved, and the dreaded 
nuclear weapon war become a reality instead 
of only a bad nightmare. 

The H-bomb, which is continually cited as 
the certain deterrent against its own use, is 
apparently ineffective to deter when statesmen 
believe they can operate from strength. 

The argument that this is the way to peace 
continues to be used; it rolls from the lips of 
politicians and flows from the pens of 
Journalists almost every day. “ Peace through 
equal strength” has become an opiate for a 
people alrcady conditioned to a_ terrifying 
apathy. 

So long as it is believed that the main bogey 
of war with Russia can be prevented by the 
Possession of H-bombs, plus inconceivably 
monstrous missiles guided by machinery and 
not manned by human beings, the majority re- 
main inert, and apparently undisturbed. 

But even those who do not wish to see, nor 
to hear, must surely feel some tremor at the 
tragically reactionary move away from the basic 
need to negotiate at all costs, to a position 
where war itself may be sanctioned, 

It seems that after all the high-sounding 
Phrases which flew from the tongues of men 
at the “summit talks,” there is no real change 
from the policies that have been enacted by the 
militartly strong nations for hundreds of years ; 
it is still considered proper, apparently, to 
decide the destiny of other peoples at the point 
of a gun. For if sanctions means anything at all 
1t means the ultimate sanction of military force, 

Tt is the refusal to recognise that peaceful 
solutions are not discovered by resorting to war 
that makes it possible for a continuance of this 
outmoded, futile and immoral method. 

America and Britain could have given a great 
morai lead in the grave difficulties and problems 
which beset the Middle East, but so long as 
they rely upon war as the final arbiter they will 
never rise to that stature. 

What is needed is not sanctions but wise 
solutions ; not interference but mediation ; not 
threats, but reconciliation. This can only be 
achieved when the final, futile arbitrament of 
war has been renounced. 

*% FROM 


GHANA PAGE TWO 


In effect, the social revolution took place 
within the national movement before indepen- 
dence was gained. 

As independence came nearer, however, the 
professional classes and the traditional chiefs 
reasserted themselves, Tribal loyalties began 
to challenge loyalty towards democratic 
nationhood. During the last year this chal- 
lenge became so great that some violence 
occurred and it was feared that independence 
might lead even to civil war. 

_Dr, Nkrumah and his colleagues have recog- 
nised the strength of these loyalties by granting 
wide regional autonomy to the main tribal 
areas, and by establishing advisory Houses of 
Chiefs in the regions. 

This constitution may prove a pattern for 
self-government in other African territories 
where tribal consciousness and the influence 
of chicfs still remain strong. The importance 
of the Ghana Constitution is that the Assem- 
blies, both National and Regional, are based 
on adult suffrage, without qualificaticn of race, 
religion, or sex. 

Ghana has only a population of 6,000,000 


people, Near at hand is Nigeria, the largest 
remaining British colony, with 30,0UU,vU0 
people. Here, some of the difficulties which 


Ghana experienced in constitution-making also 
exist. In the North there is the power of the 
Emirs, and in the South the traditions of 
loyalty to the Chiefs are still strong. 
_ Nigeria may weil find, when its representa- 
tives meet to work out a constitution this 
summer that Ghana’s example may be of value. 
The fundamental safeguard for democracy is 
adult suffrage, and those who believe in 
democracy will hope that it may be extended 
from the cast io the west and to the north. 
Given this foundation, room can well be found 
for tribal autonomy and some recognition of 
the advisory authority of Emirs and Chiefs. 
With Ghana and Nigeria politically free, the 
next moves will be with Sierra Leone and 
Gambia, The final political solution will be 
a Federation of West Africa, including both 
British and French colonies, 


Welensiky says no 


African self-government could never materialise 
in the Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland, 
Sir Roy Welensky, Prime Minister, said in 
Bulawayo on Friday. He called upon the 
British Government to establish a new office, 
divorced from the Colonial Office and the 
Commonwealth Relations Office, to conduct 
affairs with the Federation. 


PPU Western Area Conference Week-end 


‘“Towards a Pacifist 
World Society 4 


at MILFORD LODGE HOTEL, 
WESTON-SUPER-MARE 


on March 30 and 31, 1957 


Chairman: WILL PARKIN Speaker: STUART MORRIS 


Programme includes ‘‘ Any Questions ** and a debate on the 
motion “ that the form which social order takes is irrelevant 
in a pacifist world society.”* 


FEES 3.30 p m. Saturday to 4p.m. Sunday, £1 9s. 6d. 
One day only 10s. 


Vegetarians welcome. Please book early. Details from 


RON BARNES, 4 GRANGE DRIVE, BRIDGWATER, SOMERSET ¢ 
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